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Governor Spencer, Zontians 

I asked Mele if I could have a couple of minutes, as your international 
representative, to reflect on the experience we’ve shared this weekend. 
Thank you, Mele, for giving me the time. 

There are three lasting impressions I am left with. 

First, as Mimi has commented, it has been an extraordinary learning 
experience.. 

We’ve learned about things as different as Diné-Navajo culture and the 
aerospace-related research of Amelia Earhart fellows – and we even 
discovered an unusual use of rattlesnake bones. 

We’ve all learnt more about Zonta’s bylaws and protocols and about 
Robert’s Rules of Order as we grappled with credentials. 

The list of learnings goes on (including line dancing), but my point is that 
everyone here, even those who have been Zontians for a very long time, 
will go away having learned something new.  

It may be a fresh appreciation of what Zonta is and how it works; it may 
be new ideas for advocacy, service, membership or fundraising; it may 
be a deeper understanding of what we all need to do to ensure that 
Zonta continues to advance the status of women for at least another 
century. 

My second lasting impression is how closely and carefully this 
conference was tied to this location and its first peoples. 

As soon as Kokapelli appeared as the logo on the call to conference, it 
was clear that he would be playing an integral part, and, sure enough, 
when we registered on Friday, there he was on the enormous pot on the 
registration desk and in silhouette on every page of our program. When 
we entered the conference hall, he was there on the cards on our desks 
and on the screen. And then we listened, mesmerised, as Tony Duncan 
walked slowly through the hall, a latter day Kokapelli playing that 
splendid Apache flute. Then yesterday, we heard from the wonderful 
Radmilla Cody and last night, Kokapelli was there again in the table 
decor and the special souvenir coasters. And the Duncan family, the 
Yellow Bird dancers, were simply enchanting. 



As an Australian, I am accustomed to our aboriginal peoples being 
acknowledged as the original custodians of the land, on all public 
occasions, but it was truly special to see the first people of this region so 
ever-present, so fully integrated into the program. This was not just a 
token acknowledgement; it was genuine.  

I’m not a religious or spiritual person, but I think it helped centre us, 
helped focus us all on the things that unite us, rather than the things that 
might divide us. As Radmilla reminded us, we are all five-fingered 
creatures. 

My third lasting impression of this conference is the commitment to 
Zonta it has demonstrated.  

Your spectacular contribution to the Foundation, your determination to 
increase membership, your commitment to service and advocacy and to 
advancing the status of women - the cheer that went up from the room 
last night when your 2018-2020 leadership team was installed said it all. 

I congratulate Mele and her Board; the conference team; the individual 
clubs, delegates, alternates and proxies; the speakers and presenters; 
and every one of you for helping to make this the fabulous conference it 
has been. 

I do hope I see many of you in Yokohama next year – and if you happen 
to hear the music of the Japanese shakuhashi, I know it will remind you 
instantly of the sound of Tony Duncan’s flute and of Kokapelli and this 
wonderful conference. 

Thank you again for being here, for your hospitality and friendship, and, 
especially, for all that you do for Zonta. 


